
Call to Worship/Introduction: (Chris Stratta of the Leprosy Mission)

Hymn: R&S 38: Thou whose almighty word (vv1-3)
1 Thou whose almighty word

chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2 Thou who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
now to all humankind
let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight;
move o'er the water's face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

Words: John Marriott (1780-1825), Thomas Raffles (1788-1863)

Prayers of adoration and confession
God of light arising from darkness,
God of health and healing,
God of truth and love,
we praise you. 
You made us so we are incomplete without each other.
We praise you for the gift of our neighbours, 
especially those whose lives, though different from our own,
show us your reality through their loving service to others.
Yet, gracious and loving God,
as we come to you in prayer, 
as we lay our hearts before you,
we admit to you our own shortsightedness.

You already know
how we think more about ourselves than our neighbour next door,
let alone our neighbours who live around the world.
We get so caught up in the needs in our own lives
we forget to think about, much less pray for
people we've never met.***
Assurance of pardon
Listen: here is good news. Christ Jesus came into the world 
to forgive us in our failure, to accept us as we are, 
to set us free from evil’s power and make us what we were meant to be. 
Through him God says to each of us:
You are accepted. You are forgiven. I will set you free. 
And we respond: through Jesus Christ our Lord: 
Amen. Thanks be to God.

The Lord's Prayer
OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, 
HALLOWED BE THY NAME, 
THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH, 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, 
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, 
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US,
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY, 
FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.

Hebrew Bible Reading:     Leviticus 19:1-18
Gospel Reading: Luke 10:25-37

Presentation (Leprosy Mission)

Prayers of thanksgiving and concern (Leprosy Mission)

Hymn R&S 274: God is love (vv1, 3, 4)
1 God is love: his the care,

Tending each, everywhere.
God is love - all is there!
Jesus came to show him,
That we all might know him:



Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth!   God is beauty!   Praise him!  

2 None can see God above;
Jesus shows how to love;
Thus may we Godward move,
joined as sisters, brothers,
finding him in others:
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth!   God is beauty!   Praise him! 

3 To our Lord, praise we sing -
Light and life, friend and king,
Coming down love to bring,
Pattern for our duty,
Showing God in beauty:
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth!   God is beauty!   Praise him! 

Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Thanks to Chris and everybody from the Leprosy Mission who contributed
to our worship today. Thanks to Paul and Mandy who brought our 
readings today and to David Herring of Wheatley URC 
who recorded the accompaniments to our hymns. 

Blessing


