
SWHG Worship for Sunday 28th June 2020

Led by Rev’d Mark Robinson 
Message 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our 
hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our 
redeemer. Amen Psalm 19:14 

Why do they misunderstand when things are so clearly in 
front of them?  

This generation, Jesus says, to what will I compare them? 
And Jesus tells a parable. He spoke in parables to get 
people thinking, to open up the conversation and take a 
deeper look at a certain situation. 

He speaks about children playing music. He says when the 
children played a happy song, the folk of this generation 
would not dance, they could find no joy, no celebration in 
what the children were offering. So then the children 
played a sad song of lament and pain, and still, not one of 
the generation was moved to even shed a tear, not one 
even took notice.  Why do they misunderstand ... when 
things are so clearly in front of them?  
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Was it because they were thinking ... ‘look, these here are 
children, they are the least of us, they are not as important 
as we are, we will take no notice of them and their music?’ 

Was it because they came with pre-conceived ideas and as 
such they chose to misunderstand the music and take no 
notice? 

There was a pervading culture of judging without getting 
to know the people and the situation in their midst.  
There was a culture of ‘everything is about me and what I 
expect’. 

This is the parable Jesus told, he wanted the people 
listening, to compare the disregard and contempt of the 
generation he was referring to in the parable, with their 
own disregard and contempt. He wanted them to make 
the connection. Compare my story to what actually takes 
place in your everyday lives today. He wanted the people 
to think...think about what they were doing.  

So Jesus continues and says to them, think about, John the 
Baptist. John came with a powerful God given and 
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inspired message and action, but because he was not 
eating or dressing in a way you recognised you call him 
names, you try to ruin his reputation ...There is a culture of 
judging, without getting to know the person or the 
situation in their midst. He was saying that many in this 
generation, looked at John with pre-conceived ideas and 
as such they chose to misunderstand him and label him a 
demon. And then Jesus used himself as an example... he 
himself came with a powerful God spoken message and 
actions based on love, equity and fairplay, but because 
Jesus was eating with sinners, because he enjoyed a good 
meal and a glass or two of wine, because he was not doing 
the things in the way they wanted, they labelled him a 
glutton and a drunkard, trying to ruin his reputation. There 
was a culture of judging, without getting to know the 
person or people and the situation in their midst. They 
looked at Jesus with pre-conceived ideas and as such they 
chose to misunderstand and label him. 

But Jesus says don’t judge based on what you do not 
know, in fact don’t judge. Instead get to know something 
about the person. Listen to what they say and look at what 
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they do. You know a person by what they do, and what 
they say.  “wisdom” Jesus says “is vindicated by her deeds”. 
You know someone, by the things they say and do. Don’t 
come with pre-conceived ideas and labels. Wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds. 

There are people who want to misunderstand for their own 
purposes. But wisdom is vindicated by her deeds 

The music the children played was clear 
But the people chose to misunderstand 
Johns message was clear 
But the people chose to misunderstand 
Jesus message is clear 
But the people choose to misunderstand 

But wisdom is vindicated by her deeds 

John was in the wilderness eating honey and locusts, the 
people knew they were coming to see and experience a 
man living under those conditions and yet they 
questioned what they saw as though they expected to see 
a person in fine robes. They chose to misunderstand.  
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There are sometimes so many things happening that our 
attention is diverted from what we should take notice of. 
So we sometimes miss the important things or allow others 
to distract our attention. All around us there may be family, 
friends, colleagues, acquaintances of ours that are carrying 
heavy burdens, and we are in a position to offer some 
assistance, but we choose to misunderstand the situation. 
But we choose to label it what we think it might be. It 
doesn’t fit with what we were expecting, so we say that it is 
no good, we need not pay any attention.   

This is a difficult time for many, some may fear the 
unknown, as people continue to get ill, some have lost 
jobs, some have lost contact, some have lost loved ones. 
But some have gained new friendships, some have found 
their voice, some are looking to throw off old ways of 
thinking. 

We may think that we are living through a time of fear 
But God understands  
We may be concerned that life as we know it will change 
But God understands  
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And God invites us to remember who we are, people 
made in the image of God, people who hold within our 
hands amazing potential, if we throw off pre-conceived 
ideas and see through the eyes of the one we follow. 
  
So Jesus invites us to come to an understanding to help 
take up the burden. It may seem too heavy, 
But with Jesus’ help, we can carry it. “Come to me,” He says 
“all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light.” 

The music the children play is clear 
Choose to understand 
Johns message is clear 
Choose to understand 
Jesus message is clear 
Choose to understand 

By God’s Grace. Amen
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