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Hymn 67 : Immortal, invisible 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

UnresOng, unhasOng, and silent as light, 
nor wanOng, nor wasOng, Thou rulest in might; 
thy jusOce like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.  
    Walter Chalmers Smith 

Call to worship based on Joel 2:12 
“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasOng and weeping and mourning.  
Be sorry for your sins.” says the LORD  
“Tear open your heart, and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD your God, 
for God is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and filled with compassion and love. 

Welcome 
Hello  
and thank you for sharing this Ome and this space on this the second Sunday in Lent. 
As we come together,  
may we know God’s presence goes with us,  
holds us and guides us  
let us bring our concerns, our joys, our experiences  
and raise them up to God  



whose love holds all things together  

Dear Holy one  
you call us to be faithful and true  
and to follow where you lead.  
May we know your presence goes with us,  
holds us and guides us  
as we journey through this life together. 

May we hear your word  
amid the noise and distracOons  
that surround us.  
  
We know that we have not always been true to you  
and we ask that by your guidance we may today, tomorrow and always  
be the people we were meant to be, 
people who reflect your truth, grace and loving kindness.  
We have heard the good news  
Your forgiveness spans space and Ome 
and with you all things work together for good. 

May we know your presence goes with us,  
holds us and guides us  
as we journey through this life together. Amen 

Scripture reading : Mark 8:31-38 

Music : Rise up based on the African American Hymn Go Down Moses 
The Holy One told us what to do, 
To lead God’s people to something new,  
The Lord shows another way. 

Rise up, people, 
Rise up and stand tall.  
Tell the deceiver, 
Get behind me ... fall. 

The Lord ‘s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And do not let us fall into temptaOon 
but deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Music : Rise up reprise 

Message 
Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness trying to work out what it means to be Jesus the Messiah 
and he was tempted to go the way of dominance, power and status.  
What does it mean to be Jesus the Messiah? 
… what does it mean to be a follower, a disciple, an apprenOce of Jesus the Messiah? 

Messiah for most everyone in first-century PalesOne meant a dominant warrior king, who would 
lead a vanquishing army to free the Hebrews from Roman oppression. That belief was prevalent in 
Galilee. And Jesus’ first disciples some of them Galilean, would have held some of those beliefs as 
well. 

So when on that evening, when Jesus and his disciples were gathered together and Jesus described 
his Messianic future as one of suffering and rejecOon and death, and resurrecOon ... they could not 
believe their ears. “What is this man talking about?” They must have mueered to each other. 
Suffering and death for God’s Messiah? Peter who moments before had confessed that Jesus is the 
Messiah, could take no more of this ... Jesus is upsefng them. So he pulled Jesus aside and 
rebuked him. “God’s Messiah is a vanquishing king, who will sit on David’s throne,” he may have 
said to Jesus ... “the Messiah, will dominate and rule our world with his disciples at his side. Stop 
talking about suffering and death. You are confusing and upsefng us.” Maybe Peter said 
something like that to Jesus. 

Have you thought lately on 
… what it means to be a follower, a disciple, an apprenOce of Jesus the Messiah? 

To understand their role as disciple, Peter and the others needed to first understand the role of 
God’s Messiah.  

Anointed to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the capOves, and release to those imprisoned 
Isaiah 6:1 
Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest Maehew 11:28,29 

Those words describe something of who God’s Messiah is, they all knew that descripOon and those 
words, but Peter could only see what most everyone else saw, God’s Messiah as a dominant 
warrior king, who would lead a vanquishing army to free the Hebrews from Roman oppression. 
This is the way things must be ... it is the only way.  

As followers of Christ, we do know that God shows us another way the way we try to follow ... 
don’t we? 

As followers of Christ, we know that the ways of God are not the ways of the world.  



As followers of Christ, we understand that in everything we are to act justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God Micah 6:8 

As followers of Christ, we do know that God shows us another way the way we try to follow 

So we understand that when Jesus turns to look at all the disciples before responding to Peter, he 
was searching for at least one, one who had that spark of understanding, one with the glint of 
knowledge that for God’s Messiah and for lovers of God, there must be and can only be another 
way.  

For 40 days and nights the deceiver tried to change Jesus’ way, tried to make the Messiah turn 
away from the cross and take the course of dominant, vanquishing, ruler-monarch instead.  

And here is Peter, trying to do the same. Trying to convince Jesus, that the way to victory is through 
dominance, power and might.  

Jesus says there is another way.  

When we look at history, what has this way of dominance meant for the dominated? Most Omes 
with dominaOon comes oppression. What has this way of might meant for the oppressed? 
Have we considered what the dominant way of ruling and power and might have done to our 
world? 

Some people dominate in the home, at work, in an alley way, in government. Some of us will know 
exactly what this is like? 

Some rule with an oblivion to people who are in need of compassion. What kind of world will we 
end up being parOcipants in, if we don’t work to turn things around and walk the Jesus way? 

There are so many examples across the generaOons of dominaOon, power and might and it has 
brought us to a world filled with conflict, mistrust, violence, uncaring, hurt, greed, injusOce, 
inequity and I can go on. 

Jesus says there is another way.  

He called his disciples and the crowd who were gathered to hear and listen to his words ... “Forget 
self”, he told them, forget self, because we have a responsibility to jusOce, to mercy and to walk 
humbly with our God. 

Jesus says there is another way.  

Forget self, take up your cross and follow me. 

Jesus says there is another way.  



As he looks to us, searching for at least one, one with that spark of understanding, one with the 
glint of knowledge that for God’s Messiah and for lovers of God, there must be and can only be 
another way. Amen 

Hymn : Spirit of God, unseen as the wind 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove: 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love! 

You spoke to us - long, long ago - 
gave us the wrieen word; 
we read it sOll, needing its truth, 
through it God's voice is heard. 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove: 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love! 

Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live his way; 
we need your power, we need your strength, 
following Christ each day. 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove: 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love! 
    Margaret Old 

Prayer for our neighbours  
Our Father in heaven, guide us away from temptaOon. 
Help us to recognise the temptaOons that surround us, 
the subtle snares that, on their face, seem good: 

The temptaOon to use violence and force, 
to achieve peace and gentleness; 
The temptaOon to see our perspecOve as truth  
and others as false; 
The temptaOon to believe the best of ourselves  
and the worst of others. 

We pray that, as we look at the world around us,  
we may recognise those temptaOons  
and resist their aeracOon,  
so that we might serve  



as true disciples of your beloved son   
who is the source of Truth and Life. 

We pray for peace in our world  
and for comfort and safety  
for all those who have been displaced  
by injusOce and conflict. 

We pray for peace in a world sOll reeling  
from the affected of Covid-19  
for those affected by illness, 
bereavement, anxiety, loneliness and faOgue. 

Our Father in heaven, guide us away from temptaOon,  
and lead us we pray beside streams of water  
that revive our soul,  
guide us along right pathways  
for your Name’s sake.  
All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Closing Hymn :  Forty days and forty nights 
1 Forty days and forty nights 
you were fasOng in the wild; 
forty days and forty nights 
tempted and yet undefiled. 

2 Burning heat throughout the day, 
bieer cold when light had fled; 
prowling beasts around your way, 
stones your pillow, earth your bed. 

3 Shall not we your trials share, 
learn your discipline of will; 
and with you by fast and prayer 
wrestle with the powers of hell? 

4 So if Satan, pressing hard, 
soul and body would destroy: 
Christ who conquered, be our guard; 
give to us the victor's joy. 

5 Saviour, may we hear your voice 
keep us constant at your side; 
and with you we shall rejoice 
at the eternal EasterOde. 
     George H Smyean and Jubilate Hymns  



Blessing  
May the Grace of God,  
the love of Christ  
and the transforming power of the Holy Spirit  
be with us always. Amen


