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Introduc)on  

The Call 
Let us give thanks to God who comes 
Thanks for new life and new hope.   

Let us give thanks ...  
for New life comes to us through the power of Easter,  
through the Resurrec>on of Jesus of Nazareth!   

New life comes through God’s Grace toward us... 
New hope comes because of God's love for us! 

God was willing to sacrifice all  
to renew a rela>onship with us.  
To renew life in us  
to offer new hope despite us.  

Let us give thanks and praises to the God who comes.  

Hymn 45 : Morning Has Broken 
Morning has broken 
like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken 
like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, 
praise for the morning, 
praise for them, springing 
fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall 
sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall 
on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness 
of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness 
where his feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight; 
mine is the morning, 



born of the one light 
Eden saw play! 
Praise with elaMon, 
praise every morning, 
God’s re-creaMon 
of the new day! 

Eleanor Farjeon 
© David Higham Associates 

Gathering prayer 
Dear God,  
On this Easter>de day,  
we come to you, 
celebra>ng new life all around us, 
It is true that we some>mes find it hard to believe it all,  
but our ques>ons and doubts oLen >mes help strengthen our faith in you. 

Encourage us  
in our faith this day  
remind us  
that true discipleship is risky and radical in the face of a world  
held hostage by greed, love of power, denial, disease and injus>ce.  

We are your Easter people.  
Doubters, saints and sinners, ques>oners,  
spiritual and religious, 
who walk, run, ache, stumble and skip on the journey.  
We pray that on our way, whoever we are, 
that you might open our ears and eyes 
to your call, 
to be faithful, 
as you are ever faithful to us. 
We ask your forgiveness for those things that we have leL undone that we aught to have done.  
Please do not let what we have leL undone delay your purpose in any way 
In the name of Christ we pray, 
whose prayer we now share together ... 
Our Father ... Amen.  

Reading :  John 20:19-31 

Reflec)on  
Today just as we did Last Sunday, we celebrate the resurrec>on of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
proclaim with joy and thanksgiving : “He is risen!” Alleluia He is risen indeed.   

The stone had been rolled away and what we have is an empty tomb, and an empty cross. Jesus 
the Christ is alive! 



We heard that the women went to the tomb early in the morning, with the spices they had 
prepared for the body. They saw that the tomb was empty, and heard from a messenger, that He is 
risen. In fright and awe, they believed and ran to tell the other disciples. 
But when Mary told the good news to the other disciples – that The Lord had risen, they did not 
believe! Not at first. They all doubted.  

And so when we read the story of what happened next, when Jesus came into the room and stood 
among his disciples, I oLen wonder what they were thinking? These were the same disciples who  
deserted him, the same who found it hard to believe what Mary had said, un>l they could see 
Jesus with their own eyes.   

But, what exactly did they see? 

They saw, but didn’t recognize him at first. When they were sure it was him, they saw that he came 
to them, even in their doubt.  

John’s gospel tells us that, it was the first day of the week - aLer that difficult and heart wrenching 
Friday…and the doors of the room where the disciples met were locked for fear of the Jewish 
authori>es - when this strange and miraculous event occurred.  Jesus who had been crucified in a 
display of human wickedness at its very worst, and whose lifeless body had been laid to rest in a 
tomb,  came and stood among them, despite the locked doors.  And he brought gree>ngs of peace.   

Then he showed the overjoyed disciples his hands and his side.  
Now that they had seen the Lord ... they believed!   

What did they see? 
A God who comes? 

But there was s>ll a disbeliever among them. We also heard that Thomas … one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus appeared. We don’t know why Thomas was not with them then, but 
when he arrived, the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ Can you imagine the look 
on Thomas’ face when he heard them say those words. I think Thomas may have been concerned 
for their emo>onal state, the grief was just too much for them. He said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.’” 

Thomas had to wait an en>re week before Jesus came to see them again.  And once again Jesus 
appeared and greeted them saying ‘peace be with you’.   
Did Thomas recognize him at first? 
Jesus went directly to Thomas and told him to touch the wounds from the nails and the spear. 
Upon recognizing Jesus, Thomas immediately believed and professed his faith exclaiming ‘my Lord 
and my God!!  

What did Thomas see? 
A God who comes?  

Even in the midst of our doubt and indecisiveness God comes.  



Even when our Hope falters because of doubt ...  
even if we find ourselves at the very centre of disbelief  
God comes to meet us where we are. 

God comes  
seeing us ... 
through the locked doors and walls of the troubles and concerns that surround us 
God comes.  
What does God see? 

And what do we see? 
Do we recognise God? 
Are we ready and prepared to greet and touch God? 
Are we ready to act on what we receive? 

So Jesus asked him, ‘Do you believe because you have seen me?’ ‘Blessed are those who do not 
see - yet believe.’ 

I believe that through his words, Jesus was poin>ng out to Thomas and the other disciples that 
they were among the lucky few, with visual proof of the resurrec>on. They were among the few 
who would be able to see and touch - and proclaim in confidence that he has risen indeed.   

But what about us? 
What do we see? 
And what does it mean for us? 

Genera>on aLer genera>on of witnesses proclaiming the Gospel 
The miraculous has occurred. God comes as vulnerable babe to live among us to experience all 
aspects of our life. God comes to save us from ourselves. God comes to show us how to live, how 
to be in this world and how to walk with God.  
And then God comes in our doubt in our weakness, in our indecisiveness in our disbelief. To offer 
renewed life in the midst of uncertainty and pain ... renewed hope, in a world of disorder and 
injus>ce.  

What do we see? 
Possibili>es? 

Do we see a new dawn  
a new day  
a new life  
as the Nina Simone song says? 

I see a new dawn  
I see a new day  
I see a new life  
I see a God who comes. Amen.  



Hymn : I, the Lord of sea and sky 
 I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard My people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin,  
My hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear My light to them?  
Whom shall I send?  
  
Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard You calling in the night.  
I will go Lord, if You lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.  
  
I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people's pain.  
I have wept for love of them,  
they turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
Give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak My word to them  
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard You calling in the night.  
I will go Lord, if You lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.  
  
I, the Lord of wind and flame  
I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them,  
My hand will save  
Finest bread I will provide,  
Till their hearts be saGsfied.  
I will give My life to them,  
Whom shall I send?  
  
Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard You calling in the night.  
I will go Lord, if You lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.  
  Daniel L SchuKe 

Prayers for our neighbours  
God of Grace 
God who comes in love, care and faithfulness 
Your people and your world are precious in your sight 



precious enough to offer your own son as sacrifice for our salva>on 

On this day of renewal and new life we thank you that with You is the coming of peace and jus>ce, 
the dawn of Your tender mercy and compassion. As your people we pray and work for 
transforma>on across your world,  
we want to see progress, success, and good achievement. 

We long for jus>ce, just as people did for genera>ons before us.  

We long for an end to conflict, poverty and suffering, 

Each of us, have prayers on our hearts that we need to bring to you 

help us to know that all we need do is talk with you, and so we turn to you now in the silence of 
our hearts or aloud as we feel moved, and ask for a your grace ... for jus>ce, peace, joy and safety 

Among all who suffer in our communi>es, in our na>ons and around this world ... 

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy 

Among our Families and Friends 

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy 

Among those who we miss and those unable to be with us for what ever reason 

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy  

In the lives and situa>ons of those around us, in schools, in community organiza>ons, and places 
that come to mind 

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy 

Among and between the na>ons of this world ...  

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy 

And in our living this day, for safety, good health and security  

Bring your Grace, your Jus>ce and your Joy 

Hymn 261 : At The Name of Jesus 
At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him 
King of glory now. 
’Tis the Father’s pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 



who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word. 

Humbled for a season, 
to receive a Name 
from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, 
he became a witness, 
faithful to the last, 
and returned victorious, 
when from death he passed. 

In your hearts enthrone him; 
there let him make new 
all that is not holy, 
all that is not true. 
He is God the saviour 
He is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshipped, 
trusted and adored. 

When this same Lord Jesus 
shall appear again 
in his Father’s glory, 
there with him to reign, 
then may we adore him, 
all before him bow, 
as our hearts confess him 
King of glory now.  

Caroline Maria Noel 

Blessing  
The blessing of God be upon you, 
the One who loves you, 
the Christ who calls you, 
the Spirit who makes you holy, 
today and always. Amen 


