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Opening 

Welcome 
In the name of our loving, life giving, liberating God and on 
behalf of the South West Hants Group, Chandler’s Ford in 
Eastleigh, Avenue St. Andrews and Isaac Watts Memorial in 
Southampton welcome. This is the fifth Sunday of Easter. 
And today we are at the table, where we are invited to share 
the family meal. And all are welcome to this table.  

Hymn : Let us build a house 
Let us build a house 
Where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 
A place where 
Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
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All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And as symbol of God's grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground 
Where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus 
Is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place.  

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the 
wood and stone 
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To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word 
they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s 
face; 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words 
within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place. 
Marty Haugen 

Gathering 
Let this be a space of welcome 
where all can find nourishment and peace 
where there is healing and wholeness  
for every concern and care 
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Let this be a space of welcome 
where everyone can feel at home 
where we honour God’s invitation to new life 
and where we share in God’s mercy and truth 

Let this be a space of welcome 
where bread is broken in generosity  
where wine is poured out in love 
and where we feel the joy of unconditional Grace 

Let this be a space of welcome ... let it be so 

Scripture reading - John 15.1-8 

Message 
Jesus used things that were familiar to his followers to instil 
the type of relationships they should build.  

Like I am the bread   
he spoke about bread, and finding nourishment in him,  

I am the light 
he spoke about light, and walking in the light of life.  
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I am the door 
he spoke about the door where we should enter to find 
salvation.   

I am the good shepherd 
He spoke of the shepherd giving up life for the sheep.  

I am the life  
He spoke about a never ending life of well-being  

I am the way and the truth 
He spoke about a God-filled life  

and now he says I am the vine.  

Each of these point to relationships—with God, with Jesus, 
and with each other. 

And he speaks about abiding in him as a branch abides in 
the vine, in order to produce fruit.  
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 The word “abide” means to remain or to stay with and in the 
original text… the word goes even further it refers to “never 
departing; to continuing, to always being present; to being 
held, to being kept; to continuing to be, it means continually, 
not to perish, to last, to endure”. The idea is that this is a very 
secure place to be. To be in the ever present reassuring 
company of God. Connected to Christ.  

And we can take an even longer view of this connectedness.  
We are invited to be part of a family of fruit bearing branches 
connected to Christ. We are not called to all bear the same 
fruit, or to be one branch, but to be many branches, all 
connect to the one God, through Christ.  

Once connected, what we will all bear, is fruit. Fruit 
nourished by Christ and tendered to by God. None of us 
know precisely what the fruit will look like; what will 
eventually come from our relationships. We do know 
however, that it will be blessed by God. We are invited and 
called to be a part of it.  
To do this, we are called to live as family connected to each 
other through Christ. If we as the branches remain in Christ 
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our Vine, we will draw the energy and the spirit, to produce 
the fruit  God intends for our lives.  

This doesn’t mean our lives will be without issues, activity or 
challenges. We are told that pruning will be part of the 
experience, and gardeners can tell us just how difficult 
pruning can be on the gardener, and most especially I 
imagine, on the branches.  It means cutting back the 
branches, and the bits that need to go ... and also cutting 
back the healthy bits so that even more growth can take 
place.  

We sometimes need to cut things back, to get rid and start 
again, to move on, even when moving on seems to be the 
hardest thing to do. 

I have no idea what a tree goes through to bear its fruits. Or 
what a vine goes through to produce grapes. I don’t know if 
they have difficulty, if there are stresses, if they have to push 
and force themselves. I don’t know if they experience joy at 
the bearing of fruit or if there are any emotions at all.  
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What I do know is that the job of a fruit bearing tree’s 
branches, is to bear fruit. And fruit trees just seem to be 
standing still in complete silence, even as they are so busy 
doing the work of bearing fruit.  

What I do know is that the branches cannot bear if they’re 
not connected to the tree. There will be no grapes if the 
branches lose their connection to the vine. 

We are invited to form a community a family connected 
through our relationship to God through Christ.  

What better way to form community than to share in this 
meal in the way that we do today. We share a meal from a 
community of tables. From coffee tables, to centre tables, 
from our laps to our dining room tables, spread across this 
space all connected by the single vine of Christ and all 
nurtured by God. 

Christ calls us ... a rich diverse and varied people ... called 
into community, part of the family of God.  
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Let us be held and kept and let us never depart from God. 
Let us continue to be. Let us be committed to listening and 
to following where Christ leads, even through the pruning. 
Because this is a very secure place to be. To be in the ever 
present reassuring company of God. Connected to Christ. 
Amen 

Hymn : Lord Jesus Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
You Have Come To Us, 
You Are One With Us,  
Mary’s Son; 
Cleansing Our Souls From All Their Sin, 
Pouring Your Love And Goodness In; 
Jesus, Our Love For You We Sing, 
Living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ  
Now And Every Day, 
Teach Us How To Pray,  
Son Of God. 
You Have Commanded Us To Do 
This, In Remembrance, Lord, Of You; 
Into Our Lives Your Power Breaks Through, 
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Living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
You have come to us, 
Born as one of us, 
Mary’s son; 
Led out to die in Calvary, 
Risen from death to set us free; 
Living Lord Jesus, help us see 
You are Lord.  

Lord Jesus Christ,  
 We Would Come To You 
Live our lives For You,  
Son Of God. 
All Your Commands we Know Are True; 
Your Many Gifts Will Make us New; 
Into our lives Your Power Breaks Through, 
Living Lord; 
Patrick Appleford 

Invitation 
Here is a space of welcome 
Where a simple meal is shared with family members near 
and far, familiar and unknown and as diverse as the elements 
that are gathered to make this bread and this wine, this food 
and this drink.  
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Here is a space of welcome 
Where we can lay bear our concerns, our needs and open 
them up to hope and well being.  
Where food and drink help kindle a relationship of shared 
joys and wholeness. In community, in family, in celebration of 
renewed life.  

This is a space of welcome. So let us gather.  

Remembering  
Up in the room 
Jesus and the disciples gathered  
for the meal to celebrate the Passover 
to commemorate saved lives  
and a hurried escape from enslavement to freedom.  

There was hurriedly baked bread, bitter herbs, lamb and 
wine  
Nearing the end of the meal 
Jesus took the bread gave thanks 
broke it and said  
This is my body given for you 
And he gave the broken bread 
And said to them, every time you eat of this bread  
Remember me 
And they shared and ate in silence 
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Then lifting the cup and giving thanks 
He said 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood 
He passed the cup 
And said  
Drink of this cup and remember me 
And they shared and drank in silence 

And then as the darkness drew in 
and the betrayer slipped out  
They sang a hymn  
And kindled the promise of light over darkness 
Hope over despair 
Peace over fear 

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Holy One, 
We come to the table  
That you have made ready.  
The table where you wait, 
Ready to meet us  
Right here wherever we are.  
We bring our concerns, 
We bring our fears, we bring our uncertainty and our 
brokenness.  
We bring them here 
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To this table.  
You have invited us to come 
And to bring who we are to the table.   
To be blessed by your grace 
To be refreshed 
To find wholeness 
To share with family.  
We know that we will find blessings here at this table.  
At this space of welcome 
Where your spirit gathers us  
and calls us to join the heavenly chorus, 
As we sing : 

Holy holy holy 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name 
Hosanna in the highest 

Dear God, 
Please send Your Spirit upon this bread and this wine.  
that they may be for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ 

Spirit we pray rest upon this bread and this wine,  
upon this food and this drink that lay before us 
That they may be for us, that which Jesus has said  
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that by his body sickness and sin,  
wrongdoing and wickedness will be no more.  

That by his blood we will enjoy  
a new and everlasting relationship of love with God.  

Dear God may your Spirit rest upon your people gathered 
together here, 
that we may be transformed to the shape of him whose food 
we now share.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you 
may it cover you and your household 
may it spread like oil from upon your head  
to cover all of you  
and may it flow continually to cover all and every part of your 
family.  

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

Sharing 
At every table 
In every place 
Let us take the bread 
And break it  
To share as part of the family of God 
For Jesus says 
This is my body given for you 
Eat of it all of you and remember me.  

And in the same way 
Let us take the cup 
Jesus says it is The new covenant  
Sealed in my blood 
Drink of it all of you 
And remember me.  
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Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
Have mercy on us  
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
Have mercy on us  
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
Grant us your peace  

Let us share together in Jesus Name 

The gifts of God 
For the people of God 

Hymn : Put peace into each other’s hands 
Put peace into each other’s hands 
and like a treasure hold it, 
protect it like a candle-flame, 
with tenderness enfold it. 

Put peace into each other’s hands 
with loving expectation; 
be gentle in your words and ways, 
in touch with God's creation. 
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Put peace into each other’s hands 
like bread we break for sharing; 
look people warmly in the eye: 
our life is meant for caring. 

As at communion, shape your hands 
into a waiting cradle; 
the gift of Christ receive, revere, 
united round the table. 

Put Christ into each other’s hands, 
he is love’s deepest measure; 
in love make peace, give peace a chance, 
and share it like a treasure. 
Fred Kaan 

Prayers for our Neighbours  
~ written by Revd. Fraser Penny, Minister of Dunkeld Parish 
Church,  
and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Weekly Worship 
website.  
Jesus Christ, the true vine,  
in our need we come to You,  
in weakness,  
needing Your strength  
for we too easily become dry and lifeless  
without Your life-giving spirit.  
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Jesus Christ, the true vine,  
teach us to remain in You  
and so to find Your life flowing in us  
giving strength and vigour to our discipleship.  

And as we come closer to You  
our lives are drawn closer to others.  
Our minds turn to images of violence we have seen on the 
news  
in places of fear and terror,  
to where people are at loggerheads,  
over race, religion, land, and power. 

Our thoughts turn to Christians living with persecution  
who face danger, simply for being linked to You.  
Dear God, prune back all that stands in the way of peace.  

Our thoughts turn to people in leadership and power –  
who have decisions to make over the economy  
and people whose jobs and livelihood will be affected.  
We pray for our nation, and its leaders.  
May changes and choices be shaped by the values of Your 
kingdom.  

On our hearts are people in need in our church and 
community.  
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Wherever hearts are breaking, 
   bodies are failing, 
   minds are confused 
   families are ruptured: 
Lord, come with Your help and healing.  

Here, too, as Your church gathered today,  
we give thanks for the saints of the past  
and the fruit they have borne in our community and beyond.  
Like them, help us to remain in You  
that we may be fruitful and bring glory to Your name.  
Through Jesus Christ, the true vine. Amen  

Hymn : in Christ there is no east or west  
In Christ there is no East or West, 
in him no South or North, 
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

In him shall true hearts everywhere 
their high communion find, 
his service is the golden cord 
close-binding humankind. 

Join hands, then, all the human race, 
whate’er your nation be; 
all who my Father’s image bear 
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are surely kin to me. 

In Christ now meet both East and West, 
in him meet South and North, 
all Christlike souls are one in him, 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
John Oxenham 

Blessing 
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